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Grand Opera Society 
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Affiliated to Bi 
the National PB 


SECOND SEASON 
1959 


PRESENTING 


Faust 


Il Trovatore 


Il Barbiere di Siviglia 


4th MAY TO 16th MAY 
nightly at 7.30 p.m. 


GRAND OPERA HOUSE 
Belfast 


PUBLISHED AND PRINTED FOR 
THE GRAND OPERA SOCIETY OF NORTHERN IRELAND 


BY 
Tradepress SES 
ADELAIDE STREET e 


BELFAST 


By Appointment 
To Her Majesty The Queen 
Linen Drapers 
Robinson & Cleaver Ltd. 


Ulster's Foremost 
Fashion Store 


Anything that is New in the Fashion 
Worlds of London and the Continent 
comes to Robinson & Cleaver, 
Fashions, Furs, Fabrics, Accessories, 
and of course Mens wear, Everything 
is up-to-the-minute in style and in 


Impeccably Good Taste 


FAMOUS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOR 
FINE LINENS AND HANDKERCHIEFS 


Robinson & Cleaver 


DONEGALL PLACE, BELFAST Telephone 24481 
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THE DUCHESS OF ABERCORN 
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W. A. BEGGS, ESQ. 

SIR CHARLES BLACKMORE 

R. DOUGLAS N. BLAIR, ESQ., м.р. 
COUNCILLOR FLORENCE E. BREAKIE 
EDWIN BROWN, ESQ. 


A. A. CAMPBELL, ESQ. 

MRS. A. A. CAMPBELL, M.B.E. 
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THOMAS GORDON, ESQ. 

RICHARD HAYWARD, ESQ. 
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САРТ. PETER MONTGOMERY, ри. 
ROBERT McCALL, ESQ., с.м.с. 

MRS. PATRICIA McGUIGAN 

J. RITCHIE McKEE, ESQ. 

MRS. R. A. NIMMONS 

RAYMOND SHAPIRO, ESQ. 

MISS H. ROSEMARY REILLY, L.r.c.L. 
HUGH C. REID, ESQ. 

GEORGE F. THOMPSON, ESQ. 

A. C. WILLIAMS, ESQ., m.a. 


President 
LORD DUNLEATH 


Princess IV 


— specially made for a well-defined group of people 


The Princess IV is designed for a relatively small 
but definite group of people. Most of them are 
important; they like big-car comfort, speed and 
prestige. They relish the mechanical refinements 
and the Vanden Plas coachwork of the Princess, 
and—being only human—they appreciate its quite 
remarkable value for money. 


Princess IV Saloon: £3,376.7.0 including tax. 
Princess IV Touring Limousine: 

£3,541.7.0 including tax. 
Every model carries a 12-month warranty. 
STANDARD EQUIPMENT IN THE PRINCESS IV includes: 
power-operated steering, automatic gearbox, servo- 
assisted brakes. 


Donegall Square, Belfast. 
(11 lines) & Glengormley Service Garage (Glengormley 696) 


The Austin Distributors 


HARRY FERGUSON. (Motors) LTD. 


Telephones 25444 and 31121 
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Mrs. A. Acheson Miss Kathleen McDermott 


Mrs. D. J. Acheson 

Mrs. Malcolm Acheson 
Mrs. W. R. A. Anderson 
Denis Arnold, Esq. 

A. D. Bell, Esq. 

Mrs. M. Allison Bell 

H. J. Belshaw, Esq. 

Mrs. N. Bennet 

J. S. Black, Esq. 

Dr. M. Blair 

Dr. D. Adela Blair 

Mrs .Victor Blakely 

Dr. E. W. J. Boucher 
Mrs. H. W. Boyd 
Professor M. J. Boyd, м.а. 
James Cairncross, Esq. 
Rev. Donald Cairns, B.A. 
G. С. Campbell, Esq. 
Philip A. Campbell, Esq. 
Frank Capper, Esq. 
Herbert W. Carroll, Esq. 
Miss Lena Cassidy 

James H. Cathcart, Esq., B.sc. 
Mrs. H. A. C. Catherwood 
H. D. B. Clark, Esq. 
Dr. B. R. Clarke 

J. S. Copeland, Esq. 

J. H. Craig, Esq. 

Miss A. O. Crookshank 
Е. W. Crosland, Esq. 

S. Cummings, Esq. 

Mrs. F. E. Dalzell 

Mrs. A. Davidson 
Douglas Dawn, Esq. 
Mrs. F. E. Derby 

Mrs. J. W. Darbyshire 
Mrs. C. W. A. Dick 
Edward J. Diffey, Esq. 
Mrs. R. Dunbar 

Lady Dunleath 

T. H. Dunlop, Esq. 

N. R. Elwis, Esq., B.D.s. 
Dr. Hugh Finnegan 

A. Fitzgerald, Esq. 

A. P. Fitzgerald, Esq. 

P. G. Fitzpatrick, Esq. 
Miss Edith H. Forrest 
Miss L. M. Forrest 

H. Gemmell, Esq. (Sen.) 
H. Gemmell, Esq. (Jnr.) 


Mrs. H. Gemmell (Jnr.) 
James Gibson, Esq. 

Mrs. E. M. Gilbert 

Mrs. S. G. Goligher 

H. W. Gooding, Esq., 0.B.E. 
T. Greenwood, Esq. 
Heinz Hammerschlag, Esq. 
Mrs. K. Hamilton 
Alexander Harbinson, Esq. 
Miss Edith M. Harper 
David Harrison, Esq. 
Owen S. Henry, Esq., B.A. 
Mrs. M. Higginson 
William Jamison, Esq. 
Robert Kane, Esq. 

T. A. Kean, Esq., м.р. 
Mrs. Phoebe S. Kerr 

Mrs. Sally Kerrigan 

Mrs. R. MacDonald Kerry 
J. A. Kirkpatrick, Esq. 

A. W. Kernahan, Esq. 
Mrs. G. K. Kyle 

Mrs. L. Laverty 

Miss E. Lewis 

Mrs. H. Logan 

M. C. Logan, Esq. 

Mrs. M. C. Logan 

Mrs. E. Loughridge 

Miss H. Magowan 

Mrs. Brian Maginess 

Mrs. A. E. Martin 

O. Merrifield, Esq. 
Maurice Miles, Esq. 

Miss Mary Millar 

Dr. J. R. Milliken 

Mrs. D Mitchell 

Miss Esme Mitchell 

Rev. P. J. Moore, c.c. 

C. G. Mooney, Esq. 

Miss Violet M. Moore 
Miss Mildred Morrison 
V. R. Morrison, Esq. 
Mrs. A. McCallion 

S. McClarin, Esq. 

C. R. McClean, Esq. 

Dr. Florence M. McClelland 
Mrs. Ethel S. McClinton 
Mrs. J. H. McCuaig 

Miss E. J. McCullough, L.r.c.L. 


Rev. E. McEnaney 

Harry A. Mcllroy, Esq. (Jnr.) 
Miss R. Mcllveen 

Mrs. Eileen L. McIntyre 
Miss A. G. MacKinnon, M.A., DIP.ED. 
Miss Kathleen MacNamara 
Miss Eileen M. McLoughlin 
R. E. McNeilly, Esq. 

Dr. Havelock Nelson 

J. M. Nicholson, Esq. 
William J. G. Nimmon, Esq. 
T. O'Donnell, Esq. 

Dr. G. O'Kane 

Rev. P. J. O'Kelly 

John Patterson, Esq. 

Mrs. John Patterson 

Miss M. Patterson 

James B. Pugh, Esq. 

E. A. Reid, Esq. 

Mrs. E. A. Reid 

W. Victor Robertson, Esq. 
George E. Robinson, Esq. 
Mrs. E. Rodgers 

Mrs. A. C. Ross 

Mrs. Aileen Ryan 

Dr. Kurt Sax 

William E. B. Scott, Esq. 
R. H. Semple, Esq. 

Mrs. R. H. Semple 

Mrs. H. R. Seymour 

Rev. P. F. Shields, c.c. 
Mrs. M. Sinclair 

T. E. Spence, Esq. 

Mrs. T. E. Spence 

A. Starkey, Esq. 

H. E. R. Stevens, Esq. 

Miss M. A. P. Stevenson 
Ivor T. M. Stinson, Esq. 
Miss Kathleen. Strawbridge 
Mrs. Irene Stuart 

A. W. Templeton, Esq. 
Mrs. F. Thompson 

H. Toner, Esq. 

Mrs. J. Villiers-Stuart 

Mrs. Elizabeth Wallace 
Dr. Gordon Warnock 
Thomas G. Wells, Esq. 
Dr. P. J. K. Wilson 

Miss M. Woodside 

Miss Susan M. Wright 


The Windsor 


Cafe-Restaurant 


9 Donegall Square South, Belfast 


(At the Rear of the City Hall) 
Proprietor: Harry Toner Manager: Тот McGrattan 


Open from 10 a.m. to 11 p.m. Telephone: 29088 


Ophthalmic and Dispensing Optician 


N. E. WHITAKER вол 


205 WOODSTOCK ROAD 
BELFAST 
Telephone 58184 


WE HAVE 

A VERY VARIED 
LUNCHEON MENU 
AND, AT NIGHT, 
A SPLENDID 

A LA CARTE 
SELECTION 

WITH 

SPECIAL EMPHASIS 
ON GOOD STEAKS 
AND GOOD FISH 


Our Take-Home Business 
is proving very popular 


and helpful 


Chairman 
W. J. SLOAN, ESQ. 


Stage Director . . Noel McKenzie 


Stage Manager . . . Bill Jardine 


Property Master . . . Albert Mercer 


Property Assistant . . Laura Kennedy 


Wardrobe Committee 


Chief Wardrobe Mistress... ... . Sophie Sloan 


Wardrobe Mistresses 
БАШ, САН rae толе Maureen Patterson 


IL TROVATORE . . . Lilian Henderson 


IL BARBIERE Dr SIVIGLIA. . . . Joy Patterson 


Assistants . . Marie Conroy, Doris Deane, Dorothy 
Gamble, Janet Heron, Doreen Hill, 
Nan Larmour, Sarah Mawhinney, 
Hilda McAlpine, Lily McMahon, 
Maisie McMillen, Audrey McMillan, 
Agnes Parkhill, Connie Raphael, Olive 
Scott, Minnie Sibbett, Louise Smyth, 
Lilian Whitlock 


GRAND OPERA 
OF NORTHERN 


SOCIETY 
IRELAND 


Vice-Chairman 
REV. P. J. O'KELLY 


Hon. Secretary 
HENRY А. TYE, ESQ. 


Hon. Treasurer 


MRS. J. A. KIRKPATRICK 


Executive Committee 

DR. E. W. J. BOUCHER 
MRS. A. A. CAMPBELL 

T. H. CURRY, ESQ. 

H. HAMMERSCHLAG, ESQ. 
DR. H. NELSON 

MRS. M. O'CALLAGHAN 

J. PATTERSON, ESQ. 

H. V. TAGGART, ESQ. 


Hon. Productions Advisor (Co-opted.) 
J. E. C. LEWIS-CROSBY, ESQ. 


Public Relations Sub-Committee 

H. V. Taggart, Esq. (Chairman) 
T .H. Curry, Esq. E. A. Strathdee, Esq. 
(Hon. Secretary) (Press Officer) 
I. A. Crawley, Esq D. Harrison, Esq. 
W. Jardine, Esq. Mrs. J. A. Kirkpatrick 


Social Sub-Committee 
Mrs. R. A. Nimmons (Chairman) 
S. C. McClarin, Esq J. B. Pugh, Esq. 
(Hon. Secretary) (Hon. Treasurer) 
Mrs. W. Baird W. A. Beggs, Esq. 
Dr. R. D. N. Blair Dr. M. Blair 
T. H. Curry, Esq. Hugh Gemmell, Esq. (Jnr.) 
Mrs. J. A. Kirkpatrick Mrs. J. Patterson 
Mrs. H. Tye Mrs. H. R. Seymour 


House Managers ([nt.) . . . Mr. H. V. Taggart 


Mr. S. C. McClarin 
. Mr. T. H. Curry 


. . Mrs. R. A. Nimmons 
Mrs. H. R. Seymour 
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Programme Sales . . 


See how you too can have a warm, clean home all the year round— 


Visit the 


OH TE AE: 
HOME 


Exhibition 
SEE HOW oil fired heating will keep things warmer, | And oil is аг economical fuel. It's the cheapest 
cleaner and easier in your home. Make sure you | fuel there is for automatic heating. Oil supplied 


visit the Oil Fuel at Home Exhibitian ot by Shell-Mex and B.P. Ltd. is delivered 
Anderson & МсАшеу Lta., Belfast promptly and is easy to store. 
in conjunction with Shell-Mex and B.P. Ltd. See the appliances on the stand; see how cleanly 


Oil firing is the contemporary domestic heating | they're designed; how compact they are. Oil fired 
method. You get the room temperatures you | heating is ideal for every size of home. Discuss 
want. Ycu get as much hct water as you want. this method of heating with one of the Staff in 

attendance. 
есссососооеооооэоеоеесееоеоееееееео 


For him 


lots and lots of hot water 


For mother 


less work, less bother, less mess 


For father 


constant, comfortable temperatures throughout 
the house at a price he can afford 


ссее«сеесеесесеесс, 


т"зеоэсәогееоееогеееееесе 


Or write for Free Booklet to: 
SHELL-MEX AND ВР, LTD. 
6 Murray Street, Belfast Phone Belfast 20881 
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Resident Officials 


LESLIE JONES (Producer) 

A Londoner, he made professional debut as baritone 
and in 1926 joined Carl Rosa, staying eight years in that 
Company. Then followed three years with Sadlers Wells. 
Has also appeared many times as guest artist, especially 
with Dublin Operatic and Dublin Grand Opera Societies. 
Operatic repertoire totzlled 69 different roles, including 
the "Ring," and other Wagnerian roles, which were his 
favourites. In addition he played in musical comedy. Since 
his retirement several years ago, he has built up a new 
reputation as producer of musical shows for the amateur 
stage both here, where he now lives, and in England. To 
date these total 35 productions. Directed last year's pro 
duction of “Carmen” in Belfast and Provinces. 


MAXINE GRAHAM (Bullet Mistress) 

Trained in Belfast and London as Teacher of Dancing 
and qualified A.R.A.D., A.Ls.T.D., and A.N.A.T.D. Now runs 
popular school of Ballet in Belfast, specialising in teach- 
ing of children and training of students. Has been 
associated with Ulster Operatic Society's productions of 
musical comedy for a number of vears, first as dancer, 
and since 1951 as Ballet Mistress. Had charge of Ballet 
in last year's productions of “Carmen” and “Rigoletto.” 


ROBB ANDERSON (Chorus Master) 

Has held this post since inception of Society. Studied 
pianoforte under Claude Biggs, singing under Professor 
Н. Arnold-Smith, mus.poc., and Operatic Choral Work 
under Professor Richard Austen at Royal College of Music. 
Qualified a.r.c.m. (performing and teaching). As organist 
and  choirmaster, had very successful period with 
McCracken Memorial Presbyterian Church, during which 
the choir reached the London finals of Festival of Britain 
Competition. Musical Director of Belfast Amateur Operatic 
Society for three years, also conducted Ulster Male Choir 
for two seasons. Now organist and choirmaster at Bangor 
Abbey. 


PIANOS 


TELEVISION 
RADIOGRAMS 
TAPE RECORDERS 
RADIO 


Head Office 
Showrooms and Theatre 
HANOVER STREET 

LIVERPOOL 1 


Branches at 
Langor (N. Wales) . Cardiff 
Birmingham s Glasgow 
Earlestown ; Manch: ster 
Preston . Shefficld . Wrexham 


00000000000000000000000000000 


РТА 
Ше will 
of the Show 


Invite your friends around and spend many happy 

evenings in the months ahead playing over the 

tunes from this grand show. All recordings and 

sheet music are obtainable in our extensively 
stocked departments. 


Speedy Postal Service 


CASH . CREDIT . H.P. TERMS 
AVAILABLE 


TELEPHONE 21908 


I WELLINGTON PLACE, DONEGALL 50. 
BELFAST 


GUEST OFFICIALS 


ARTHUR HAMMOND (Conductor) 


Wellknown in Belfast for his visits as conductor for 
Carl Rosa Opera Company, which he first joined in 1927. 
During his first five years with that Company he con- 
ducted many performances, including a number of new 
productions. By the age of 27 years, he had conducted the 
full cycle of “The Ring of the Nibelungs.” After leaving 
Carl Rosa in 1932, he paid many visits to Dublin as guest 
conductor for the Dublin Operatic Society and the Dublin 
Grand Opera Society. During this period he also con- 
ducted for several seasons at Covent Garden. Rejoining 
Carl Rosa in 1948, he was actively concerned in adding 
many new productions to the repertoire, including a 
number of established favourites in their original versions. 


FRANCO PATANE (Conductor) 

Born in Sicily 50 years ago and studied in Naples. In 
1929 was appointed assistant conductor at Teatro San 
Carlo, where he subsequently served, between 1940 and 
1955, as permanent musical director. He has directed opera 
in many Italian and European opera houses, including La 
Scala, Rome Opera, Covent Garden, Paris Opera, and also 
in North ard South Africa. Has also achieved success as 
guest conductor with many internationally-famous orches- 
tras, and has just completed his third visit to Dublin as 
guest conductor for the D.G.O.S. Italian Opera Season. 
This is his first visit to Belfast. 


BRUNO NOFRI (Producer) 
Born in Milan. After graduating from high school he 
studied music at the Academy of Drama. From 1927 to 
1930 he worked for La Scala, Milan, as assistant to pro- 
ducer, Caramba. From 1931 to 1938 was assistant producer 
at Teatro Reale dell “Opera Roma. In 1938 he started his 
career as producer of opera and since then has produced 
more than 160 operas at major opera houses all over the 
world. Previous to his recent visit to Dublin was in Japan 
with an “all star” company, including Mario del Monaco 
and Tito Gobbi. Made successful debut in Belfast last 
year with “Rigoletto.” 


Suits of distinction 


For that distinguished 
look a man couldn’t do 
better than choose a 
Maenson Duo 2-piece. 
We have them in a wide 
variety of excellent cloths 
including tweeds, smart 
sports worsteds in glen 
checks, or small designs, 
West of England cloths 
and Terylene mixtures. 
The comprehensive 
range of sizes ensures a 
perfect fit. Come and see 
them now, as well as 
other Maenson Suits 
from £15.19.6. 
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MAENSON DUO 


ín a wide range at 


Movies Wood 


The difference is in the make and fit 


Faust 


As dawn breaks, Faust, an old philosopher, 
ACT | іп despair of solving the riddle of the 
universe, is about to end his life with 
poison. He hears the cheerful songs of the labourers 
and their women, and, enraged, calls upon Satan to 
help him. In a flash Mephistopheles appears and offers 
him wealth and power. Faust demands also youth, and 
this is granted at the price of his immortal soul. As 
Faust hesitates, he is shown a vision of the beautiful 
Margarita, and makes his fateful decision. He is trans- 
formed into a young, handsome gallant and rushes out 
eagerly with Mephistopheles in search of adventure. 


Outside the gate of the City, the populace 
ACT Il are thronging for the “Kermesse,” 

amongst them Valentine, Margarita’s 
brother, and Siebel, a youth in love with Margarita. 
While Wagner, a student, is singing, Mephistopheles 
appears and shows his devilish powers in various ways. 
Valentine, angered, draws his sword, but is unable to 
pass the magic circle which Mephistopheles has drawn 
about himself. Then Valentine and the soldiers hold 
their swords as crucifixes and Mephistopheles slinks 
away. While the crowd sings and dances, Mephis- 
topheles and Faust re-appear, and Margarita also 
approaches. Mephistopheles prevents Siebel from 
joining Margarita, so that Faust is cnabled to address 
her. She declines his advances and goes on her way, 
not wholly displeased at his attentions. 


Siebel has come to Margarita's garden 
and picks a bouquet of flowers. As 
Mephistopheles had predicted, the flowers 
shrivel in the youth's hand, until he dips his hand in 
the font of holy water, which breaks the devilish spell. 
He places his bouquet on the steps of the house and 
leaves. Faust and Mephistopheles now enter, bringing 
a casket of jewels and a handsome bouquet. Leaving 
these, they withdraw and watch Margarita, who comes 


ACT Ill 


in, still thinking of the handsome stranger. She finds 
the flowers and jewels and cannot resist the temptation 
to adorn herself. Martha, her neighbour, joins her but 
is soon carried off by Mephistopheles, leaving Faust 
with Margarita. Under the influence of Mephistopheles, 
Margarita becomes more and more enamoured of 
Faust, but eventually they part, agreeing to meet on 
the morrow. She enters the house and Faust turns to 
leave the garden but is stopped by Mephistopheles 
who points to the window where Margarita is to be 
seen. Believing herself alone, she openly avows her 
love for Faust; and he, rushing back, takes her in his 
arms, while Mephistopheles shakes with wicked 
laughter. 


Margarita has been betrayed and deserted, 
with only the faithful Siebel still offering 
his love. Margarita, however, still loves 


ACT IV 


Faust and hopes for his return. 

In the cathedral, Margarita tries to pray but Mephis- 
topheles, invisible to her, reminds her of her guilt and 
foretells her doom. She flees in terror. 

In the street outside her house, the soldiers have 
returned from the wars. Valentine searches for his 
sister, while Mephistopheles, who has entered with 
Faust, sings an offensive serenade. Valentine comes 
out and attacks Faust, who, guided by Mephistopheles, 
mortally wounds him. Margarita comes out to find her 


brother dying. 


Faust finds Margarita in prison, con- 
ACT V demned to death for killing her child 
He begs her to escape with him, but her 
mind is wandering in the past. Mephistopheles appears 
to her and she appeals to the angels to save her soul, 
and so dies. As Faust falls to his knees in prayer, she 
is borne heavenward, leaving Mephistopheles vainly 


claiming her soul. 
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(At the rear of the City Hall) 


ПЕ СЕ Аа 


FULLY LIGENSED 
Restaurant Open to Non-Residents 
H. & C. All Bedrooms Central Heating 


VISIT OUR MEN'S BAR 
Donegall Sq. Mews. Gentlemen Only 


Many and Varied Fittings 


WE HAVE ABOUT FIFTY DIFFERENT SIZES IN 
OUR SUPERB COLLECTION OF MEN'S SUITS. 
WE HAVE "REGULAR" FITTING, "SHORT" FITTING 
AND "LONG" FITTING SUITS, AND WE ALSO 
HAVE LOTS OF SPECIAL SIZES FOR THOSE MEN 
WHOSE WAISTLINES REFUSE TO "STAY PUT" 


So we have по hesitation in claiming that . . 


No Man is Hard to Fit at WARNOCKS 
8 Royal Avenue 


Open on Saturday until 5.30 p.m. 


JAMES JOHNSTON 


Needs no introduction to Belfast or 
indeed Ulster music-lovers who knew him 
for many years as the leading tenor in the 
province. Trained by the late John Vine, he 
achieved early success in the competitive field 
and soon established himself as a firm 
favourite on local concert platforms and as 
a singer of Oratorio. In 1941 he made his 
debut in opera with the Dublin Operatic 
Society and later with the Dublin Grand 
Opera Society. Through the agency of 
CEMA and the interest. of Mr. Tyrone 
Guthrie, he was engaged to sing at Sadlers 
Wells, where he subsequently appeared in 
1949 with Anna. Pollak in Mr. Guthrie's 
production of “Carmen.” During the last 
ten years he has become firmly established 
as a leading tenor at both Sadlers Wells and 
Covent Garden, where his successful career 
has been followed with the greatest interest 
by his many friends in his native city. 
Played Don Jose in last years’ production of 
“Carmen: 


ESTELLE VALERY 


Born in New Zealand and at 15 years of 
age had teachers” diplomas for both piano 
and ‘cello. At the age of 19 decided to go to 
Australia to continue studies. Іп Sydney 
studied at the Conservatorium for nearly 4 
years. During this time sang the leading 
roles in be Operas “Pelleas and Melisande” 
and the “ Mastersingers " which Sir Eugene 
Goossens conducted. After Australia went to 
France to study with the famous French 
soprano Ninon Vallin and stayed there for 
[8 months. Arrived in England in March, 
1953 and in September of the same year 
began touring as principal with the Carl 
Rosa Opera Company and stayed with 
them for 5 years, singing many well-known 
soprano roles. Has also sung in guest 
performances at both Sadlers Wells and 
Covent Garden and has taken part in many 
important broadcasts. Broadcasting has had 
а prominent part in her career since she 
came to London and among her many 
broadcasts has been a series on “ Friday 
Night is Music Night" and also many 
shows for the “ Commonwealth of Songs." 
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FAUST, (a learned doctor) JAMES JOHNSTON 


MEPHISTOPHELES (Satan) JOHN HOLMES 


MARGARITA ESTELLE VALERY 


VALENTINE (her brother) RONALD EVANS 


SIEBEL (a youth in love with Margarita) TERESA LARGEY 


WAGNER (a student) WILLIAM BAIRD 


MARTHA (neighbour to Margarita) UNA O'CALLAGHAN 


Students, soldiers, villagers, angels, demons, etc. 


GRAND OPERA SOCIETY CHORUS AND DANCERS 


Chorus Master: Robb Anderson Accompanist: Derek Bell 


Dancing Sequences: Maxine Graham 


GRAND OPERA SOCIETY ORCHESTRA 
(Leader: David Adams) 


Conductor: Arthur Hammond Producer Leslie Jones 


AN OF 
IN FIVE 


(First prc 
in Paris ir 


Music 


Charles F 
бош 


Words 
Jules B. 
anc 
Michel 


English ve 
H. F. C 


Time: 16th Century Place: Germany 


SYNOPSIS OF SCENERY 
ACT | FAUST'S STUDY 
TAVERN 


Т; 


res and Lighting designed Бу 
ry Lynch-Robinson 


by Sophie Sloan, assisted by the 
Society's Wardrobe Committee. 


— u opos affects by С. Middleton 
Furniture by courtesy of Ulster Operatic Company 
Special Properties by courtesy of Belfast Museum & Art Gallery 
Organ played by Harry Grindle 


Programme Cover designed by Alice Berger Hammerschlag 


JOHN HOLMES 

Born in Cambridge and studied medicine 
at Cambridge University Hospital with every 
intention of becoming a doctor. He enjoyed 
singing and took lessons in his spare time, 
but it was not until his war years with the 
Royal Navy when he took part in many 
concerts, that he finally decided to make 
music his career. Тһе foundation of his 
professional career was laid when he was a 
student at The Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama in London. Since then he has 
broadcast on all B.B.C. services, has sung 
operatic roles at Sadlers Wells, Glyndebourne 
and international festivals and has broad- 
cast with the Danish State Radio from 
Copenhagen. During a recent season with 
the Carl Rosa Company he was acclaimed 
by the press for his superb performance as 
Leporello. 


RONALD EVANS 

Born in Wales, studied at the Guildhall 
School of Music, London, after winning the 
highest scholarship awarded by the school. 
Has sung the role of Valentine in the Dublin 
and Cork opera seasons and also with the 
Carl Rosa Opera Company; other roles 
include “ Figaro” and Germont (“La 
Traviata >”. Has appeared in television 
opera and broadcasts regularly in the B.B.C. 
operatic programmes. Sings often at 
concerts and in oratorio. 
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UNA O'CALLAGHAN 
Martha 
" Faust ” 


NORMAN SPEERS 
Ruiz 
“Il Trovatore ” 


JOSEPH BRADLEY 
Old Gypsy 
“Il Trovatore " 


ANNE NIMMONS 
Ines 
“Il Trovatore " 


X. 
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Il Trovatore 


(The Troubadour) 


In an ante-room of the Count di Luna's 
palace Ferrando, the guard captain, and 
his men are on watch, hoping to capture 
a ministrel knight, a troubadour, who has been heard 
serenading the Duchess Leonora, with whom the 
Count is in love. While waiting, Ferrando sings an 
old ballad, telling the story of an old gypsy woman 
who was burned at the stake as a witch by the old 
Count di Luna. In revenge, her daughter, Azucena, 
stole the Count's infant son, intending to consign him 


ACT I 


to the flames consuming her mother. In her madness, 
however, she threw her own child on the flames. She 
then fled, taking with her the stolen child, and brought 
him up as her own son. Manrico, none other than the 
Troubadour for whom the soldiers аге in wait. The 
old Count died, leaving his elder son to succeed him, 
still doubtful of hi; younger brother's fate. 

In the gardens of the Palace, the Duchess Leonora and 
her confidante, Ines, talk together of Leonora's love for 
her gallant, but unknown, Troubadour who sings at 
night beneath her window. They retire into the palace 
and the Count di Luna enters the garden just as the 
Troubadour's voice is heard from the nearby thicket. 
Leonora comes out and confronts first the Count and 
then the Troubadour, who, unmasking, reveals himself 
as Manrico. As a follower of the Prince of Biscay he 
is an outlaw and the two men, drawing swords, rush 
off to fight a duel, leaving Leonora in a swoon. 


As dawn breaks over their camp, the 
gypsies are working at their forges. 
Azucena, now an old woman, relates to 


ACT Il 


them how her mother died. Manrico, listening, doubts 
whether he is in fact her son, and tells how in his 
duel with the Count a voice, as if from heaven, bade 
him spare the Count's life. Ruis, a messenger from the 
Prince of Biscay, brings orders to Manrico to defend 


the Fortress of Castellor, and tells him that Leonora, 
believing him killed, is about to enter the convent 
there. 

The Count and his followers, coming to the convent 
to carry off Leonora, are prevented from doing so 
by Manrico and his men. Leonora is overjoyed to find 
that Manrico is not dead as she had believed. 


The Count's army is besieging Castellor, 
whither Manrico has taken Leonora. 
Azucena is brought before the Count, 
and is recognized by Ferrando as the gypsy who stole 
the infant brother of the Count. The Count, enraged, 
orders that she be burned at the stake and she is 
dragged away, calling upon Manrico to save her. 

In the chapel hall at Castellor, Manrico and Leonora 
are about to be married, when Ruis brings the news 
of Azucena's imminent death. Manrico rushes forth at 


ACT Ill 


the head of his men to save her. 


Manrico has been captured and thrown 
ACT IV into a dungeon, where Azucena is 

already held. Leonora comes in an 
attempt to save her lover, and listens while the monks 
chant the "Miserere." The Count enters and Leonora 
promises to marry him, if he will free Manrico. This 
he agrees to, not knowing that she intends to kill 
herself by means of a poison ring which she carries. 
Inside the dungeon Manrico and Azucena greet 
Leonora, who has come to bid Manrico escape. The 
poison which she has already taken begins to Fave 
effect and when the Count enters, she is dead in her 
lover's arms. 
Manrico is led away to his execution, which the Count 
forces Azucena to watch. To his horror, as the axe 
falls, the old gypsy tells him that the victim is his own 
brother, and so her mother's death is avenged. 
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П Barbiere di Siviglia 


(The Barber of Seville) 


In a street in Seville, before Dr. Bartolo's 
ACT | house, the Count Almaviva, a young 

grandee, has gathered a band of musicians 
to serenade the lovely Rosina, the Doctor's ward. The 
music evokes no response from the lady, who is kept 
in strict seclusion by her guardian, who wishes to 
marry her himself. As the musicians depart, their 
place is taken by Figaro, the town barber and general 
factotum, who boasts of his ability and general popu- 
larity. The Count enlists his aid, and, after seeing 
Dr. Bartolo leave the house, sings another serenade, 
which brings an answer from the still unseen Rosina. 
At the Count's request, Figaro unfolds a plan whereby 
the Count will enter Bartolo's house in disguise. 
Inside the house, Rosina has been much impressed by 
her unknown serenader and when Figaro comes in 
with a message of love from him, saying that he is 
his own cousin, Lindoro, she writes a reply for Figaro 
to deliver. He has to hide, however, on the arrival of 
Bartolo, with his crony, Basilio, who is Rosina's music 
master. Basilio has already reported to Bartolo on the 
Count's interest in Rosina, and, much alarmed, Bartolo 
decides to marry the girl at once, though Basilio 
favours a scandal campaign against the Count. The 
pair withdraw to fix the marriage contract, leaving the 
way clear for Figaro to reveal their plans to Rosina. 
While Bartolo, having returned, is questioning Rosina, 
the Count, disguised as a drunken soldier, forces an 
entry to the house. Although he manages to prove to 
Rosina that he is in fact her unknown admirer, his 
conduct is so outrageous that the police are sent for 
and he only escapes arrest by revealing his true identity 
to them. 


His first ruse having failed, the Count 
ACT Il again enters Bartolo's house, this time 
disguised as a music teacher, by name 
Don Alonso. He claims that Basilio has taken ill and 
has sent him іп his stead to give Rosina her daily 
lesson. Bartolo, though suspicious, allows the lesson 
to proceed, and Rosina soon discovers that the teacher 
is in fact her unknown admirer, Lindoro. During the 
lesson the lovers make a plan to escape that night by 
way of the balcony, the key to which is obtained by 
Figaro. However, the sudden appearance of Basilio 
threatens to spoil cverything, but the Count, with the 
help of a full purse of money, persuades him that he 
is really ill and should go home to bed. АП seems well 
again, but Bartolo, growing suspicious, produces 
Rosina's letter, and uses it to produce a misunderstand- 
ing between the lovers, who become estranged and 
part. ` 
Later that night Figaro and the Count, still incognito, 
arrive for the elopement. Rosina discovers her lover’s 
true identity and is reconciled. They prepare to escape, 
only to find that the ladder is gone. Basilio now enters 
with a notary, sent for by Bartolo, to carry out his 
own marriage to Rosina. Another bribe induces them 
to marry the Count and Rosina instead. This is no 
sooner done, than Bartolo enters with soldiers to arrest 
the Count and Figaro, but when told that he may keep 
Rosina's dowry, the old Doctor reconciles himself to 
the inevitable and all ends happily. 
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Brocades Tapestries Satins Taffetas | Towels Sheets 
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We are specialists in the making of LOOSE COVERS 
For 3-piece Suite in Shadow Cretonne and David Whitehead Fabrics Fitted and Tailored by our 
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Opposite G.P.O., Royal Avenue and at Cornmarket End of Ann Street, Belfast 
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Sopranos 


HELEN BURNS 
JOYCE CAMPBELL 
PATRICIA DOHERTY 
DOROTHY KERR 
TERESA LARGEY 
MAY LOWE 
PATRICIA McNALLY 
RITA MADDEN 
BERNADETTE MULHOLLAND 
JOYCE MURDOCH 
ANNE NIMMONS 
MARGARET SMYTH 
MARY M. TURLEY 
FLORENCE LYSTER 
EILEEN KENNEDY 
JOAN McNAIR 

NAN MURRAY 
EDITH McLOUGHLIN 


Mezzo Sopranos 


ROSE HENRY 
PHYLLIS MILLS 
E. SLOAN 


Contraltos 


MARGARET ESPIE 
HELEN HAIRE 
SHEILA MAXWELL 
UNA O'CALLAGHAN 
NANCY POUSTIE 
WILMA P. SHEPHERD 
MAUREEN REYNOLDS 
BERNADETTE FULTON 
ANNE LAVERY 
HAZEL WILLIAMSON 
E. MOORE 


Baritones 


WILLIAM BAIRD 
HUGH LOGAN 
FRANK LLOYD 
IVAN NORWOOD 
JAMES WARREN 


Tenors 


THOMAS CROMEY 
BERT JINKS 

GERARD LARGEY 
SEAN LARGEY 

HUGH MISKELLY 
FREDERICK PATTERSON 
NORMAN SPEERS 
ANTHONY McGRATTON 
TOM McCRACKEN 

D. PORTER 

J. B. GRAHAM 

DERYCK GILMER 


Basses 


JOSEPH BRADLEY 
ALEXANDER DICKSON 
RONALD GREGG 
DESMOND MCINTYRE 
JAMES GLOVER 
WILLIAM HEGGAN 


Chorus Secretary: EILEEN KENNEDY 


DANCERS IN FAUST 


Winifred Alexander J nnifer Bullick 


Patricia Darragh Joyce Higgins Joy Hume 
Rosanne Litster Norah Marshall 


Denise McMurray Daphne McNeill — Patricia McWatters 


Joy Kerr 
Norma Robb 


SPECIAL OPERATIC PRIZES 


(DE of the aims of this Society is the fostering of an interest in Opera 

among young singers, and so it is a matter of great satisfaction to the 
Executive Committee that it was enabled, through the generosity of Dr. R. 
Douglas N. Blair, to present special prizes at Belfast and Holywood Musical 
Festivals, to be awarded to the competitors in the Operatic Classes who 
showed most promise. The Committee expresses its appreciation and thanks 
to Dr. Blair, who is a Vice President of the Society, for his most generous 
action and to the Festival Committees concerned, for their co-operation. 
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MONEY SAVED! 


by shopping at Rogans 


Shoes for work and shoes for play - you'll find 
both at any one of our branches. Prices are 
extremely reasonable and your shoes will last 
even longer if you make use of our repair factory | 
... the largest in Ireland. 


Rog al IN B FOS Belfast, Bangor, Hollywood 
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First Violins 

DAVID ADAMS (LEADER) 
HENRY TYE (REPETITEUR) 
MAURICE BRETT 
AUDREY BRETT 
MIRIAM SCHNEIDER 
JOHN McMILLAN 


Second Violins 

DEWI OWEN 

KEEM PERRY 
ALBERT FITZGERALD 
DAVID GRIBBLE 


Violas 


BARBARA SHIRES 
LAURENCE McILVEEN 


"Cello: 

JOHN BUNTING 
CLAIRE MATHEWS 
FRANK HUGHES 
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Basses 
REGINALD BREWER 
GEORGE FIELD 


Flute 
WENDY BERRY 


Flute & Piccolo 
RICHARD EASTON 


Oboe 
EDWARD OSBORN 


Oboe & Cor Anglais 
DEREK BELL 
Clarinets 


JOHN JOHNSON 
SAMUEL FERRIS 


Bassoons 


ARTHUR BARLOW 


HERMIONE CUNNINGHAM 


Horns 

DENNIS STEVENS 
EDMUND CODLING 
JOHN HAWKINS 
EVAN JOHN 


Trumpets 
ANDREW FORBES 
DENNIS WILBY 


Trombones 

EDWARD TYSON 
JOHN McCLUNE 
BARTH WALKER 


Tympani 

FRED McCREA 
Percussion 
EDWARD TEARE 


Harp 
AUDREY WEBSTER 
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(IL BARBIERE DI SIVIGLIA) 


WILLIAM Bargn— Wagner 


(FAUST) 
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@ FOR anything to do with Music you will enjoy the value 

of our service and selection. 

€ TUNING AND REPAIRS All work carried out by our 

expert staff throughout Northern lreland. 

€ RADIOS AND TELEVISION All best makes stocked and 

serviced. 

€ VISIT our New Showrooms where we have on view the 

following :- 

€ PIANOS Finest selection of new and reconditioned 
Pianos by leading makers, Knight, Strohmenger, Rogers, 
etc. 

€ ELECTRONIC ORGANS Northern Ireland Agents for 
Selmer and Jennings Electronic Organs. Call for a 

| demonstration. 
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Chorus Members as Principals 


ANNE NIMMONS (INES & и/: SIEBEL). Former 
member of Threz Arts Operatic Society, for whom she 
has sung leading roles in musical comedy. Has been 
successful in local competitions, winning Drinkwater 
Cup in 1956, Soprano Solo in 1958 and Operatic Solo 
in 1959 at Belfast. In 1956 was runner-up in Kathleen 
Ferrier Memorial Competition. Often sings at recitals 
and concerts. 


UNA O'CALLAGHAN (MARTHA). Holds т.с... for 
piano, but has also taken up singing. Has competed 
with success in local competitions and has broadcast 
on a number of occasions. Played “Carmen” in 
Society's Provincial tour. 


NANCY POUSTIE (u/s MARTHA). Born in Edin- 
burgh, now living in Belfast. Has sung leading roles 
with Edinburgh Opera Company and in combined 
choirs at Edinburgh Festival. Prizewinner and well 
known concert artiste in native Edinburgh. Played 
“Mercedes” in last year’s production of “Carmen,” 
and on tour. 


MARGARET SMYTH (u/s INES). Comes from musical 
family and has been singing for six years. Winner 
of Drinkwater Cup 1954, Soprano Solo and Rose Bowl 
1957 at Belfast, as well as first prizes at a number of 
Provincial competitions. Former member of Three Arts 
Operatic Society and Carlisle Memorial Choir. Played 
“Frasquita” in last year's “Carmen” and on tour. 


WM. BAIRD (WAGNER). Commenced singing career 
as treble in St. Anne's Cathedral Choir, and has since 
won many prizes at festivals as baritone, including 
Bessie McKisack Trophy at Belfast. Played part of 
“Dancairo” in Society's tour of “Carmen.” 


In accordance with its policy of pro- 
viding the maximum opportunity to local 
singers to become experienced іт Grand 
Opera, the Executive Committee has allocated 
minor principal roles in these operas to the 
undernoted members of chorus, and wishes 
to thank them for the way in which they 
have responded to the additional calls upon 


their time and talent. 


JOSEPH BRADLEY (OLD GYPSY & ujs WAGNER). 
Member of Three Arts and St. James's Church Operatic 
Societies, where he has played leading roles in Gilbert 
and Sullivan and musical comedy. Played “Marullo” 
in Таз year's “Rigoletto.” 


DERYCK GILMER (z/s FAUST). Commenced singing 
career as treble in St. Anne’s Cathedral Choir, and 
was a prizewinner at Belfast and many Provincial 
festivals. Has sung leading roles in Gilbert and 
Sullivan, and is making first appearance in Grand 
Opera. 


DESMOND McINTYRE (AMBROGIO & u/s 
MEPHISTOPHELES). Sang as a boy in St. Anne’s 
Cathedral Choir and more recently with Queen’s 
Island Male Choir. Has been member of New Lyric 
Light Opera Company and made his first appearance 
in Grand Opera in last year's “Rigoletto” as “Ceprano.” 


NORMAN SPEERS (RUIS). Leading tenor in the 
McCracken Memorial Church Choir, and has been 
prizewinner at Belfast and Provincial festivals. Sings 
often at concerts. Chorus member during last year, 
taking first part in Grand Opera. 
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PIANOS... 
HART & CHURCHILL LTD. 


Famous for Pianos since 1812 


Whether you require the finest Piano that 
money can buy, or quite an inexpensive 
instrument, you can choose it here with 
absolute confidence. 

You are cordially invited to visit our 
Showrooms and to play and compare the 
models on display without obligation. 


Tuning and Repairs carried out 


by a Highly Skilled Staff 


22-24 WELLINGTON PLACE - BELFAST 


Telephone: 23595 Established 1812 
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Г APPOINTMENT 


K.C.M.G., GOVERNOR OF NORTHERN IRELAND 


CURTAIN UP... 


THE FIRST ACT in any programme 
is for the producer or promoter 
to consult their publishers and printers. 
Only expert advice will ensure 
a printed programme equal to the 
occasion. Tonight's souvenir 
was produced and printed by... 


Tradepress 


19 ADELAIDE >TREET, BELFAST. 
Phone 31407 


TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD WAKEHURST, 


Grand Opera is a luxury which cannot be made to pay 
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i N Acknowledgment ties of the Society can only be possible if the voluntary 


efforts of its active members receive the fullest measure 
of support from both public and private sources. 
J The Executive Committee wishes to express the deep 
0 ) appreciation. and sincere thanks of the Society to the 


j undernoted for their generous and public-spirited support 
[ QQ 0092 of this present. Season. 


COUNCIL FOR THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF MUSIC & THE ARTS 
for very substantial grant-in-aid. 


E. T. GREEN, LTD., for their Sponsorship of the Season. 
and 
Mrs. А. А. Campbell, M.B.E. 
Belfast Telegraph. 
F. E. Harcourt & Co. Ltd. 
Harry Ferguson (Motors) Ltd. 
for very generous donations. 


lt is the Committee's hope that the example shown by the foregoing 
will be followed by many others. 
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ORDER OF ST. JOHN, for loan of Scenery. 

THE TUGHAN PIANO CO., Fountain Street, for assist nce. 
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THE ADVERTISERS in this Programme. 
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Grand Opera Society of Northern Ireland 


The Society has been much 
encouraged by the success of its first 
season, and has planned its second 
season on more ambitious lines. Three 
operas will be performed over a 
period of two weeks—two being sung 
in Italian. The casts have been selected 
with great care, with artistes of inter- 
national reputation. filling the major 
roles. The Society would appeal to all 
those interested in Grand Opera to 
support its activities, not only by 
attending the performances, but also 
by becoming members of the Society, 
thus ensuring the sound financial 
foundation so essential to the full 


development of the objects for which 


the Society was formed. 


MEMBERSHIP DETAILS 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


Vice Presidents will be invited to the Opening 
Performance of each Opera Season. 


Subscription Five Guineas 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP 


Each Associate Member will receive two dress circle 
seats each season at a performance to be selected by 
the Society. 


Subscription Two Guineas 


ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 


Singing Membership: Each member must be 
accepted for membership to the Society's Chorus. 


Subscription One Guinea 


All members will have the privilege of Priority Booking 
for all performances. 

Applications for Membership may be made to the 
Hon. Secretary —Henry A. Tye, Esq., 

12 Sarajac Crescent, Belfast. 
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It is as important to remain 
beautiful as to remain 
voung, and beauty requires 
a daily act of willpower 


For a perfect make-up 
the skin must be 
scrupulously cleansed, 
nourished and toned 


A woman remains 
beautiful 

as long as she wants to, 
once she has learnt 

to live in harmony 

with herself and with 
the outer world 
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